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Unilever Policy & Approach
Safe & Sustainable Products without Animal Testing

• Every Unilever product must be safe 
for people and our environment

• Animal testing is not needed to 
assess ingredient & product safety 
–wide range of non-animal 
alternatives available

• We work to accelerate the global 
adoption of animal-free cosmetic 
safety assessment approaches

What we believe How we do it

40+ years of developing 
non-animal safety 
science

70+ collaborations

600+ publications
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44 countries have banned animal testing for Cosmetics so far…

https://www.afsacollaboration.org/cosmetics-global-regulatory-alignment/

http://www.afsacollaboration.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/BCF-Map-PURPLE-Updated-AUG2023.jpg
https://www.afsacollaboration.org/cosmetics-global-regulatory-alignment/
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‘Traditional’ Risk Assessment

Transition to Animal-free Safety Assessment = implementing the 
NGRA paradigm shift in Regulatory frameworks, globally

‘Next Generation’ Risk Assessment
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Q: Have Cosmetic Animal Testing bans accelerated 
the transition to Animal-Free Safety Assessment?
A:  Collaborative Research 

(Academic, Industry, Govt, Regulator)
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Q: Have Cosmetic Animal Testing bans accelerated 
the transition to Animal-Free Safety Assessment? 
A: Internal Company Investment

(capability-build, governance, upskilling, recruitment)

Modern safety team is 
truly multi-disciplinary:
• Cell Biology 
• Chemistry
• Computational 

Modelling
• Environmental Safety 
• Exposure Science
• Informatics & Data 

Science
• Mathematics
• Microbiology
• Molecular Biology
• Process Safety
• Statistics
• Toxicology
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Q: Have Cosmetic Animal Testing bans accelerated 
the transition to Animal-Free Safety Assessment? 
A: Regulatory Acceptance – Cosmetics 

(exposure-based use of NAMs for NGRA)

https://health.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-07/sccs_o_273.pdf
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Q: Have Cosmetic Animal Testing bans accelerated 
the transition to Animal-Free Safety Assessment? 
A: Regulatory Acceptance – Chemicals

(OECD TGs, UN GHS, Chemical Regulations)
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Q: So, what’s the impact of Cosmetics regulations 
transitioning faster than Chemical regulations?
A: For example, in Europe …
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Q: So… what can we learn? 
A:  We need multi-stakeholder, multi-sector roadmaps to transition to 
Animal-Free Safety Assessment, globally to…

Regulators

Industry
NGOs

Academics

CROs & Consultants

1. Facilitate scientific 
dialogue on NAM use 
between industry & 
regulatory scientists 
using NGRA/IATA case 
studies to accelerate 
knowledge exchange

2. Re-focus validation on 
building confidence in 
regulatory use of NAMs, 
using NGRA/IATA case 
studies to ensure NAMs 
are fit for purpose & 
protective in use

3. Drive investment in 
Next-Gen Education to 
help existing and future 
industry safety assessors 
& regulators build Next 
Gen Safety Science skills 
& knowledge



Thank You for your attention!

seac.unilever.com/wc12/
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