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Unilever’s approach: science-based safety, claims & advocacy
- working with others to end animal testing of consumer products 

We use science, not animals – our industry 
leading capability in animal-free safety 

science means we do not need to use 
animal testing to ensure safety.

Building consumer confidence through 
NGO accreditation and consumer-facing 

no animal testing claims. 
Starting with Dove in 2018, we have 29 

NGO-certified cruelty free brands.

Our partnerships – with global animal 
protection NGOs, leading research teams, 

other companies and government 
scientists – support wider acceptance and 

use of alternatives to animal testing.

We work to end the animal testing of 
consumer products worldwide.

We are recognised by PETA as a company 
working for regulatory change.

Use Science, Not Animals

Partnerships

Independent Brand Certification

Advocate for Regulatory Change
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Maintaining ‘not tested on animals’ for cosmetics is under threat
- new animal tests requested on hundreds of existing ingredients

- Worker safety
- Environmental safety

- Consumer safety

2 UV filters (sunscreens) – Aug 20
➢ cosmetics-only ingredients
➢ legal challenge – European Court of Justice

63 ingredients tested since EU bans – Aug 21
➢ ALTEX publication (CAAT)
➢ EU Cos Reg AT ban v REACH

>100 ingredients where new AT requested
➢ ECHA compliance checks of dossiers
➢ REACH new requirements

➢ EU Chemical Strategy for Sustainability



Where the UK once led, it is now following the EU in supporting 
cosmetic ingredients testing under UK REACH



Transformational change requires activism & public 
engagement
- more companies, brands & scientists joining the NGOs this time

August 2021



Activist companies are leveraging their scale & reach
- working with NGOs to engage citizens, governments & others



Activist brands are engaging their consumers & influencers 
- amplifying the campaigning work of animal protection NGOs



Activist scientists are calling for paradigm shift & regulatory 
change
- safe & sustainable ingredients without animal testing

opportunity to build public awareness & increase pressure from animal protection NGOs



Using animal-free science to assess cosmetic ingredient safety
- action needed to modernise EU/UK chemicals regulatory frameworks

Regulatory 
compliance

=
Best science 

to protect
people & our 
environment

modernise Legal & 
Regulatory requirements

get creative using relevant
NAMs* / scientific data

develop NAM-based 
regulatory frameworks 

Implement
‘animal testing 
as a last resort’

+ 
Paradigm shift in 

how we assess
chemical safety

*NAM = New Approach Methodology



Upholding cosmetics testing bans needs EU chemicals policy re-think
- public awareness & action can help in advocating for change:  ECI as focus

Suggested actions to re-think & strengthen 
EU Commission “AT as a last resort” commitment:

1. immediately pause all animal tests on existing cosmetics ingredients; safety can be assured without AT 

2. ensure return on EU investment >€1.5B over past 20 years in developing alternatives to AT 

3. establish open dialogue on, and transparent scientific evaluation of, NAM strategies for specific   
chemicals / chemical groups, facilitating application of advanced safety science

4. accelerate knowledge transfer & training in advanced safety science and NAM-based chemical 
assessments with EU regulators, sharing expertise across JRC, EFSA, EMA & ECHA and accessing leading 
edge NAMs chemical safety assessment capability of US EPA & other authorities

5. stimulate EU capacity building in NAMs to increase the number of service providers of new “NAMs toolbox”

6. develop a modern, science-based, chemicals regulatory framework, which facilitates use of 21C science 
& technology to better protect people and the environment, under the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability 

7. define a roadmap to phase out AT for EU chemicals regulatory compliance purposes & deliver against that 



• EU citizens can sign the European Citizens Initiative here

Please join us in taking action to end 
animal testing for cosmetics globally 

https://eci.ec.europa.eu/019/public

