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Who is Unilever?

Global Consumer Goods company making many of the worlds favourite Home Care, 
Beauty & Personal Care and Foods & Refreshment brands



What people tell us that they care about

Ending Animal 
Testing

Reducing 
Waste & 
Pollution

Reducing 
Plastic 

Packaging

Ingredient 
Transparency

Tackling 
Climate 
Change

CO2

Countless studies showing continued growth in public environmental consciousness

Top 5 Global Issues



They expect companies to take action

Edelman Trust Barometer 2020



We strongly support common themes in EGD….

Climate neutrality by 2050 

A new industrial policy based on a clean and 
circular economy

A decarbonised and digitalised energy system 
with smart and clean transport infrastructure

A Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability, pursuing a 
zero-pollution ambition for a toxic-free environment

Financing the whole transition

Restoring ecosystems and ensuring healthy food
systems

Adapted from

European Green Deal

Green Deal headline initiatives

EUROPEAN 
GREEN DEAL 

….although some challenges and opportunities remain



1. Next Generation Safety Science: Safety by design approaches must be based on 

the latest science in Non-animal approaches
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ECJ ruling 2021 - companies 
& EU COMM must ensure 
that any animal testing is 

done as a last resort

1bn+

Potential use of animals to meet 
existing ECHA substance evaluations*

Investment in innovative 
science in non-animal safety 
approaches over last 20 yrs

340k
*Information requested from ~430 substances being evaluated in 2020



2. Next Generation Safety Science: Safety by design approaches must be based on 

the latest Exposure science

Biotransformation 

ADME (TK/TD) 
considerations

Partitioning and uptake 

Calculate 
internal exposure 

(PBK)

Exposure
Estimation

Emissions estimation 
(demographics, consumer 
habits, infrastructure – STP 

connection etc.)

Chemical properties 

Fate and behaviour (e.g. 
biodegradation) 

Chemical volume 
(tonnage)

Geographical factors 
(rainfall, river flow etc.)

Advanced Membrane Partitioning

Spatially Resolved Models

PBK Modelling
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3. Chemical evaluation should be based on the highest scientific integrity
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Scientific Robustness

Objectivity

Governance

Transparency

Multi Stakeholder Science



Summary

• Strong Unilever support for the European Green Deal with themes strongly aligned 

with what our consumers care about and where we are taking action

• However, there remains significant challenges on its implementation

• Under the Chemical Strategy we call for:

• Use of Next Generation Safety Science, especially in non-animal approaches 

to identify chemical hazard and latest Exposure Science

• A strong role for multi stakeholder science in setting approaches and 

conducting safety assessment chemicals



Thanks

To  session organisers for inviting me to talk

To my colleagues who have given input to this presentation:

Elin Barrett, Julia Fentem, Geoff Hodges, John Kilgallon, Henry King, Roger van Egmond, 

Carl Westmoreland.


